
The SDGs in Relation to Sustainable 
Development and Water in South Africa 

 
Barbara Schreiner 



Lƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΧ 

ÅThe SDGs matter, and set the direction for a 
profound transformation in South Africa if we 
take them seriously 
ÅThere are a number of reasons for taking them 

seriously 
ïThere is a moral imperative 
ïThere is good business sense 
ïOur children might thank us! 

ÅThey present us with a shared opportunity 
ÅThe outcome should be a fair, just, and 

ecologically sustainable world 



17 goals 
169 targets 



Goal 10: Reduce inequality 
within and among countries 

Targets include: 
Å By 2030, progressively achieve and sustain income growth of the bottom 40 

per cent of the population at a rate higher than the national average 
Å By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion 

of all, irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or 
economic or other status 

Å Ensure equal opportunity and reduce inequalities of outcome, including by 
eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and practices and promoting 
appropriate legislation, policies and action in this regard 

Å Adopt policies, especially fiscal, wage and social protection policies, and 
progressively achieve greater equality 

Å Ensure enhanced representation and voice for developing countries in 
decision-making in global international economic and financial institutions in 
order to deliver more effective, credible, accountable and legitimate 
institutions 

 



By 2030 

Å achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking 
water for all 

Å achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all 
and end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of 
women and girls and those in vulnerable situations 

Å improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and 
minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the 
proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing 
recycling and safe reuse globally 

Å substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure 
sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water 
scarcity and substantially reduce the number of people suffering from 
water scarcity 

Å implement integrated water resources management at all levels, 
including through transboundary cooperation as appropriate 

Å protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, 
forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes 

Å expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to 
developing countries in water- and sanitation-related activities and 
programmes, including water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, 
wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse technologies 

Å Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in 
improving water and sanitation management 

 



South Africa 
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Around 14 million South Africans 
are hungry on a daily basis 
 
 
Official unemployment rate is 
around 25% 
 
Expanded definition is closer to 
35% total and 63% for youth 
 
 
95% of non-municipal water is in 
the hands of white, male water 
users 





SDGs and the private sector 

ÅSDGs call for private sector to be a driver in global 
development through the promotion of good 
governance and financial support. 
ÅCorporations are integrating the concept of social 

impact into their core business strategies 
ïEmployees like working for organisations with social 

impact 
ïReduces risk ς social, political, regulatory, 

environmental etc 

ÅSome interesting work being done by South 
African companies around water  



What do the SDGs guide? 

Global: Contribute to a global transformation to 
equitable and sustainable development 

Sector: Provide leadership within in 
your sector to advocate for the 
most effective contributions to 

sustainable and equitable 
development. 

Internal: What can your 
company do to align itself 

with sustainability best 
practices  

 



SDGs, water and South Africa 

ÅSouth Africa has its own challenges that the 
SDGs, the Constitution, the NDP call us to 
address 

ïWealth inequality 

ïWater inequality 

ÅShared risk vs shared opportunity 
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